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By Will Whitehorn 

BECKET- A town official 
accused of lying about the ex
tent ofa resident's septic prob
lem insists those charges are 
false, and that the resident 
has yet to produce tests that 
would hold the town liable. 

,.1. 
Bill Fuller, chairman ofthe 

Becket Board of Health de
nied allegations that h~ or 
members of the Board of 
Health had lied about issues r 
stemmingfrom a ruptured sep

s tic pipe in the yard of Colleen 
O'Connor. 

The pipe in question is the 
y property ofa grade school that 

:I abuts O'Connors property, and 
O'Connor claims the resulting 
contamination has led to se
vere medical problems-in
cluding bleedingkidneys - and 
the deaths of several pets. 

O'Connor approached the 
Board ofSelectmen in Decem
ber to request an article be 
placed on for a special town 
meetingwarrantcallingforthe 

o 

town to purchase her home 
which she believes is now un~ 
livable. 

O'Connor added thatBecket 
Board of Health members 
Fuller and Ginger Conner had 
lied about the house's prob
lems to facilitate a sale of the 
property, an allegation Conner 
later denied. 

The town ultimately said it 
needed further evidence ofthe 
source of the contamination 
before it could ask residents to 
purchase the home. 

According to Fuller, it is 
O'Connor who has been non
responsive in supplying that 
evidence. 

"All she has to do is conduct 
a water test," Fuller said. "She 
has not done that yet. All she 
needs to do is to perform test 
showing that the vvater is bad." 

As for the accusations of 
deception, Fuller said he did 
not know why O'Connor had 
made charges against him. 
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"I couldn't tell you," he said. 
"I don't know why she said 
that. But there has been no 
lying about this." 

O'Connor, however, said 
that she has conducted and 
submitted multiple tests con
firming the severityofthe con
tamination, saying her water 
has already been determined 
to be contaminated by chI01'0

form, an environmental pol
lutant that often results dur
ing the treatment of drinking 
water. 

Lengthy exposure to chlo
roform can result in liver and 
kidney failure, ailments con
sistentwith O'Connor's alleged 
health problems. 

In the past, town officials 
have not questioned the con
taminationitself. Town admin
istrator Richard Furlong con
firmed that a septic pipe ex
tended roughly 30 feet into 
O'Connor's property and did 
not dispute the contamination. 

However, he denied reports 
that the pipe belonged to the 
school, indicating that the 
cause ofthe contamination was 
her word against the town's. 

And without conclusive evi
dence of town liability, Fur

- .... 

long said he was loathe to ask 
the town to purchase the prop
erty. 

"Does it have a good chance 
of making it to a town war
rant? I can't say," Furlong said. 

"From my perspective, for 
procurement we would have to 
show a public need for the prop
erty, and it's only been done a 
couple oftimes - the federated 
church in Becket, the school 
district, ret cetera1," he contin
ued. "We don't have a long his
torywith[thattypeofactionl" 

But O'Connor said the 
town's continued denial ofthe 
source of the contamination 
has held up additional tests 
from state officials, who she 
said have heard conflicting 
reports from the town. 

O'Connor had expected a 
slate of tests on her drinking 
water by the state's Depfct
ment of Health in early Janll
ary. "I keep giving them infor
mation that keeps getting re
buked by the town," she said. 
"I have tested positive for chlo
roform. [Town officials] have 
had a very selective memory 
when it comes to this." 

O'Connor said she expected 
additional tests on the con
tamination Oll her property 
within the month. 


