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LEE — Authorities are tight-lipped about the results o show-cause hearing involving two
innkeepers local police—ei;E had been running a prostitution business out of their historic bed
and breakfast.

Lee police say they can’t divulge the outcome of this week's show-cause hearing held in the
Southern Berkshire District Court in Great Barrington involving Tara Viola and her husband,
Thomas Fusco, owners of the Inn at Laurel Lake.

In mid-January, police had charged the wife with soliciting sexual favors for a fee at the inn on
Route 20. Viola, 39, and Fusco, 47, were also each accused of keeping a house of ill fame and
conspiring to promote prostitution.
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an. 20, 2012: Prostitution  Thomas Bartini, who held the hearing on Tuesday -- the result of
all at The Inn at I  which has been sealed, according to Lee Police Chief Joseph
Lake Buffis.

htip://www.berkshireeagle. ci 8016 - G
r¢ 15 a nondisclosure agreement among the parties involved,

Butffis said. "The findings of the magistrate will not be made public."

Buffis wouldn't comment if the ruling means the case is closed against the couple or if it remains
open.

He did note that keeping secret the results of a show-cause hearing isn't unusual.

"This is typieal of non-violent, misdemeanor cases,” Buffis said. "The reason to keep them at the
show-cause level is it gives normally law-abiding citizens an unblemished record.”

According to police, Viola and Fusco tried discretely to advertise the prostitution service on the
Internet under the guise of the wife's massage business conducted at the lakeside inn. Viola is a
licensed masseuse.

Local authorities were alerted to the online advertisement that had been posted for some time.

On Jan. 19, Lee police and members of the Berkshire County Drug Task Foree arrived at the inn
and informed the couple of their month-long investigation. The couple lives at the inn,

Fusco bought The Inn at Laurel Lake in 1996, one of only five owners of the 130-year-old
establishment, according to the inn's website. Built in 1881, George W. Boardman was the
original innkeeper. He also served as Lee's fire chief from 1913 until his death in 1930.
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